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Knowledge Museum,
Doubts & Comments

& Kk

Total Museum of Contemporary Art, through Oct 25

Closely resembling what you might find in newspaper
comics, Dan’'s wall drawings are hard-hitting,
comprehensible and good for a laugh. But Lia's work isn’t
so straightforward. It's hard to even draw any conceptual
connections between her arrangements of seemingly
random objects, let alone read her handwriting. Such first
impressions are inevitable upon entering “Knowledge
Museum, Doubts & Comments,” and are quite true to
defining the nature of the artists’ works—but don’t be
rash to pick favorites based on surface judgments. At

the exhibition, you'll not only find Dan’s signature marker
drawings executed in thick, black lines, but also “Artin
Hotel”—a series of photographs on various hotel room
paintings he found during his frequent travels from 2008-
2015, all shot with a compact point-and-shoot. Despite the
faintly scrawled text on the wall, the titles of works like “Art
in Hotel” and “Erased Graffiti” point directly to the concept
of the work. The photo series “Erased Graffiti” does in
fact, document erased graffiti found all over the world. But
the question of what is erased is debatable, as seenin

the efforts to cover-up certain graffiti, the content of the
drawings are merely re-represented and traced out like
superb stencil jobs done in white paint. Lia’s work, on the
other hand, is conceptually attached to personal poetry
and narration, as shown in her subjective timeline on art

history. Duchamp’s urinal makes the cut as a notable
event in defining the history of contemporary art (as most
historians would approve), but so does a neon, barbed-wire
bracelet that the artist purchased from Oxford, as well

as sculptor’s guide called How to Survive & Prosper as an
Artist: Selling Yourself Without Selling Your Soul. Without
having a one-on-one chat with the artist herself, it's difficult
to figure out how the selection and the curation came
about, but some questions can be answered with a bit of
Googling onthe spot, just as the artist intended and did in
the past. After Romania broke from its Communist regime,
Lia also sat down with a paper dictionary to translate the
news of her neighboring country, Hungary. So it's not really
a stretch for the artist to ask the viewers to adapt to her
studious nature. After all, itis dubbed the “Knowledge
Museum,” and knowledge doesn’t come overnight.

Alessandro Mendini, the Poetry of Design

Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP), Oct 8-Feb 28,2016

In the design world these days, good design is often
defined by simplicity—a functional product free of frivolous
details and adornments. Apple swears by similar design
principles, and as a result, the company often ranks No. 1
onthe list for best-selling smartphones in the world every
year. In short, the aesthetic trend and design tool of choice
seems to be “sophistication,” especially among young
and emerging designers. But Italian designer Alessandro
Mendini, also known as the “Father of Radical Design,”

is more concerned with witty and colorful designs and

patterns that verge on the realm of being considered

fine art. In collaboration with production brand Alessi,
Mendini designed a wine opener with a smiling human-
like “head” for its revolving screw and “arms” that merrily
open inthe shape of a Y. His infamous “Proust Chair” is
covered in a field of paint speckles that looks something
like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory meets a really bad
case of the chicken pox. So, if you are a designer with a
taste for minimalism, his elaborate design may be a bit

of a scare, as the “Proust Chair” sits more comfortably
inan art museum than in a regular household. But this

is exactly what the artistintended, as the dotted pattern
speaks to Pointillism. By dressing an everyday objectin the
patterns of a visual arts movement, he wanted to break the
seemingly inflexible boundaries between art and design.
With over 600 works on display, it's the first solo exhibit

of such a huge size to take place in Eastern Asia.
Remembering that he's now 84, the size of his prolific
portfolio is no big surprise, but Mendini spent half his life
as the editor-in-chief of an architecture magazine. It was
not until he was in his '50s did he decide to become a
designer and an architect. So, it makes complete sense
that the dedicated designer has not only taken the effort to
select the appropriate pieces for the show, but to also take
partin designing the exhibition halls himself. And he has
chosen the best museum in Seoul to showcase his curvy
works—Zaha Haidid’'s asymmetrical DDP

Critics’ plcks

Jung Il-joo
(editor-in-chief of PublicArt
magazine)

Saint Breeders

Artist Yee Soo-kyung not only puts
herselfunderhypnosistoillustrate
her pastlife on canvas, butalso goes
through the trouble to visita Buddhist
monk to receive two measly stones.
» Atelier Hermes; through Dec 20.

Klingsor's Last Summer
Borrowing the title ofa Hermann Hesse
novella, the exhibition evokesthe
memories of atragic summeras lived
by Klingsor. Like the fictional painter
who painted until his death, six Korean
artists present emotionally charged
photographs and painted until hic.

» HITE Collection; through Dec 12.

Temple of The Artist

Artist Seo Sang-ik paints portraits
ofinfamous art gods like, Willem

de Kooning, posingin frontof their
career-defining paintings. Take a close
look at, Bacon's grief-stricken face,
asitreflects hisartistic methodology
and personality too. » Gallery Kiche;
through Oct 24.

Gallus

Animal bones are whatcometo Lee
Hyung-koo’s mind when modeling his
3D animation characters. Similarly,
his muses for“Gallus” are giant,
skeletal chickens. P Perigee Gallery;
through Nov 7.

RhythmScape

Eightlocal and international artists,
including Nam Hwa-yeon and Tetsuya
Umeda, investigate the “rhythms” of
contemporary life. Johanna Billing’s
video shows scenes of drivers takinga
reading ornap break on a congested
dirtroadto kill time, and in Cho Hye-
jeong highlights that most workers
inthe service industry notonly work
in repetitive motions, butalso sell
theirsmiles and emotions asforms

of service. » Gyeonggi Museum of
Modern Art; through Nov 15.
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Museums and galleries

Kukje Gallery
Ugo Rondinone

Temple of The Artist

Gallery Kiche, through Oct 24

Rondinone’s giant stone sculptures
that resemble Easter Island’s
moais are no longer at the
Rockefeller Plaza, but their brothers

Kusama not only covers furniture
and a giant pumpkin in her famous
dotted patterns, but wears them as
day dresses too. Kandinsky also

and sisters will be on display at
Kukje Gallery with new personas—
“The Inquisitive” and “Nosy” to
name a few. Through Oct 11.

Ha Chong-hyun

Ha Chong-hyun pushes pigments
through hemp canvases so that
the paint oozes out the front. In

his past works, Ha used materials
found from his surroundings like
barbed wire and burlap sacks

used to hold and transport rice for
U.S. soldiers, but his recent work
is a bit more colorful and tactile.
Through Oct 18. 54, Samcheong-ro,
Jongno-gu (kukje.org, 02-735-8449).
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun, Holidays
10am-5pm. Free.

SeMA Buk Seoul Museum of Art
2015 Seoul Focus: Festival of
Hands

At this exhibition on craft and
design, you'll find a collection

of vintage scales, lamps and
furniture . Yi Yoon-shin, the CEO
and designer of pottery dishware
brand Yido, hangs the fragments
of broken bowls and dishes like a
DIY chandelier with fishing wire,
and photographer Huh Myung-wook
presents a handsome collection
of vintage dinnerware and round
tables that he often use as props
in his own work. Through Nov 8.
1238, Dongil-ro, Nowon-gu (sema.
go.kr, 02-2124-8800). Mon-Fri
10am-8pm, Sat, Sun, Holidays
10am-7pm. Free.

HITE Collection

Klingsor’s Last Summer

Klingsor of Hermann Hesse's
Klingsor’'s Last Summer is a fictional
painter in his forties, and is also
the muse for the group exhibit. A
lover of beautiful verses, women
and alcohol, Klingsor painted

like a mad man as he grew closer
to his death, with ambitions to
finish his last self-portrait and
masterpiece. Klingsor’s paintings
will not be hung at this exhibit, but
the curator advises to “feel out”
the works installed as if reading
Hesse's emotionally-charged
novella. By doing so, story-driven

dressed to match his orchestral
music inspired paintings—he looked
like a smartly-dressed conductor

in gold-trimmed glasses paired

with a white shirtand tie combo.
Looking at photographs of famous
artists, you can see that their artistic
personas seeped into their lifestyle,
as shown in Seo Sang-ik’s “Temple
of the Artist.” In this painting series,
Seo renders realistic portraits of
artists posing in front of their most
famous works, so it's quite easy

to spot Warhol and Basquiat if you
are familiar with their faces. But

the picturesque portraits aren’t the
scene-stealers of the exhibit—check

out the image of a pouting
Rauschenberg alongside the poised
and smiling Lichtenstein and you'll
understand. 161-10, Seongmisan-ro,
Mapo-gu (gallerykiche.com, 070-
4237-3414). Tue-Fri 10am-7pm, Sat
11lam-6pm. Free.

photographs like a mother’s breast
with milk dewed on her nipple and
roughly marked paintings of cherry
blossoms will probably win you
over, because faux crown molding
sculptures and conceptual wall
drawings don’t tend to bring tears
to the eyes. Through Dec 12. 714,
Yeongdong-daero, Gangnam-gu
(hitecollection.com, 02-3219-0271).
Mon-Sat 11am-6pm. Free.

Perigee Gallery

Gallus

In Latin,a “gallus” is a rooster,
and that is exactly what you'll find
at this exhibition. Simply put, the
sculptures are skeletons of male
Korean chickens magnified 16
times larger than their actual size.
Famous for modeling skeletal
sculptures of animal-based
animation characters like Mickey
and Donald Duck, Lee Hyung-gu
moved on from mice and ducks
after assembling the chicken
bones left over from a hearty
combo of chimaek (fried chicken
and beer). Upon realizing that the
whole chicken that he ordered
was missing a wing and more, Lee
saw the average working Korean
man who has succumbed to reality
to give up his dreams, as being
akin to chimaek, which, without a
doubt, is Korea's favorite late night
dinner and snack. Through Nov 7.
18, Banpo-daero, Seocho-gu, B1

(perigee.co.kr,070-4676-7096).
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm. Free.

Atelier Hermeés

Saint Breeders

Yee Soo-kyung is known for
collecting shattered pieces of
celadon deemed trash by master
potters. She assembles the shards
in arandom fashion and adheres
them together with 24K gold leaf

to create a bulbous sculpture. At
her solo exhibit at Atelier Hermés,
the artist also makes liberal use

of gold leaf, but uses it to cover

the surface of around, ordinary
stone. Lookswise, the golden stone
appears dull compared to the
celadon sculpture, but the stone
too, has a backstory. Yee presents
one of the two stones she received
from a Buddhist monk from Gangjin-
gun, and the clues to the almost
mythical tale can be found in the
title of the work. And “You Were
There"” makes you wonder where
the other stone is. Through Dec 20.
7, Dosan-daero 45-gil, Gangnam-
gu,3F (maisondosanpark.hermes.
com, 02-544-7722). Mon, Tue, Thu-
Sun 11lam-7pm. Free.

Gyeonggi Museum of Modern Art
RhythmScape

Taking the ideologies of Henri
Lefebvre's Rhythmanalysis:
Space, Time and Everyday Life,
the exhibition also comments on

the rhythms of everyday life. As

the French philosopher believed

that observing the lifestyle of the
common citizen can undo the
corruptions of society, Cho Hye-jeong
and Kim Sook-hyun interviewed
service industry workers to reveal
that they are actually selling their
emotions as service. Yang Jung-uk
similarly represents the distress of
those who work standing up all day in
the form of monstrous machines that
bend and turn in repetitive motions.
Through Nov 15. 268, Dongsan-ro,
Danwon-gu,Ansan-si, Gyeonggi-do
(8moma.ggcf.kr,031-481-7007).
Tue-Sun 10am-6pm. 4,000 won,
youth 2,000 won.

SOMA Museum of Art

SOMA Outdoor Project S

Before winter arrives and you

find yourself reminiscing about
the autumn skyline and breezes,
make sure to head over to Olympic
Park to fully experience the damp
grass on your feet and the outdoor
sculptures. Offered for free, the
outdoor project was curated from
a submission-based contest, and
the winning team was Kook Hyoung-
gul. The sculpture “Dynamic
Relaxation” looks like a twisted
badminton racket from afar, but
you can climb it like a playground
adventure if your inner child
decides to break loose. Through
Oct 18. Olympic Park, 424, Olympic-
ro, Songpa-gu (somamuseum.org,
02-425-1077). Free.

PKM Gallery

Toby Ziegler

The paintings sort of look like
rainbow-colored grease floating

on top of aluminum panels. But
take some time to make out the
abstract splotches, as you'll see
works by Flemish masters and
John Constable's clouds in the mix.
Ziegler takes images from old and
classic masterpieces, renders and
distorts them on the computer, then
transfers the resulting images onto
aluminum panels—and he uses

a similar digital process to build
his sculptures as well. But unlike
the paintings, you won't be able to
spot the Iberian head that Picasso
famously stole from the Louvre
Museum, as he smoothed away
the details of the face in the form
of a cubist sculpture. Through Nov
8. 32, Samcheong-ro, Jongno-gu
(pkmgallery.com, 02-734-9467).
Tue-Sun 10am-6pm. Free.
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